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“The’ rald on Sontay was an arche-'

typal event of the Vietnam war,” Ben-
- jamin Schemmer tells us at the start

- of this account: of ghe-unsuccessful at- -

tempt to. rescue, American POWsfrom
North Vietnam. It is archetypal for | : -
Schemmer because' it was “a complex . .

political and military operation-that.
encofipassed ‘the ponderous: bureaue-:

{‘racy“of the Pentagon and the White

..~House, the sometimes. (.ountelproduc-
., tive nvalry between : Amerfcas vari-

ous mtelhgence a"enmes, metmulous -

. planning.and :training, -and;- finally,
the incredible bravery of the men who
- carried out the mission”” A more e¢rit-
ical observer might add that the raid

was archetypal because; like.so-much.
else in: that war; it came up empty-

" handed: The prisoners weren't there,; -

But it.is not Scheminer’ 5 intention to
- eriticize:“No' oné’ needs to apologize -’
at’= Sontay,” - he:
writesy and Schemmer need not apolo- ",
gize for this book despite ifs literary -
famngs He has given-.us-what prob-~
ably is-the maost authoritative account. ..
of the Sontay raid that-we.'will: ever.’
achlevement ’

for the - ‘failure’

have—a_ ~ considerable:
.. gince it-involves the ‘revelatmn .of in-
“telligence secrets
- 'decades to-surface

+T& 8nly his edltor«had bee ;

as his._sources. He’ would have toned:"
“MTor : Men™ Only”.:

_down Schemmer’s:’
“writing style;’ Spaxed us - chches like--
" “as useful as teals.on a bull” ‘and-cut.
back on - detaﬂs like, the exaet retaﬂ

N

In. the mxdsfdfiheée and other dis-
tractlons ‘Schemmer-informs us that:
* The American prisoners heldat the

-Sontay prison camp 20 miles outside 1

of Han01 weze -moved: fo, Fnother

_'out for honors must

N Forces -
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‘ uprison four months befnre the Novem-
ber- 1970 “raid, probably because- of
ﬂoodmg. caused by the Pentagon's top.

secref rammakmg project

T» Semor mtelhgence offlcxais eknew

“both- £x:om aerial reconnaissance ‘and

from an agent msxde Hanol that {:he :

£
‘that-=the. aerial'photographs showed
that*Sontay "hag ‘been-reoecupied: b
‘. someoné—they didn’t. know who—and
: the reliability of the Hanm .agent had
~notbeen previously tested ‘Neverthe-
.less, Schemmer . quotes one of” the
xald's plannersas saying ~“the .evi
dence was

was ‘ignored because,. as Brig. Gen:
~,Donald. Blackburn,  the man ‘who.: di
‘rected the ‘raid from the’ Pentagon
confesses, “I “didn’t want “to know;

«wanted':to ‘go. T’ was’ ‘Tooking. for any‘.
i Cstraw I could find-to- keep. the ‘mission™ -
alive: T *wanted’ to - demonstrate that”
we. 'could get-in there and -"pull- thelr*

.

; cham k

ke -11

dxers without Tosing a’
oné-in 30 minutes;

© Sehemmer tells it all—from’ the cod
{ the.prisoners:used.to call for a rescue

:that one~of the ra,id rs 1o he . singles
-plack. Schenm
who is the editor - of
SJournal,
conﬂdence of ‘those

*'mer,

s £, was. the official’ “After Actio
 Report;” "portions _of whiclr he ob
‘tained through the Fréedom of Infoi

‘miation-Act. That document, - at Jeast "~

the part whzuh has beecn 1eleased
TR FETE S O

overwhelming” .that-the: ™
prisoners: weren’t there. The: evidence:;

“And pult thie chaln ‘they did. The 50
.ralders, ‘all volunteers, ‘achieved- total‘
= surprise, killed" 100 to 200 enemy sol-

- mer has allowed himself-fo be used by
- his sources. He certainly-has bought -

‘mission, to the White House: .awards:,
““the proposition’ that-the . raid was a

Aceremony for which ‘it "was decreed: -

Armed
clearly ‘gained ther_

g gon offlcmls needtessly rlsked the

- itis
.the 1nforma’tlan “and "we -cannot” be-
grudge him: ms point of view, even

J
41;%« mer ‘BC”{!"WW
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gives a thorough account of the me-- .
chanics of the raid—where the heli- |
opters Tanded, what the raiders wore
‘=zbut is totally inadequate, even mis~"
Jeading, when it comes: torthe crucial
‘question. of what -the-Pentagon knew.
about the prlsoners whereabouts .

."I‘he report makes no mentmn ef the
North Vietnamese ofticial who corrob-’
orated: the" accuracy ‘of aerial photps’
”showx\ng ‘that the prisoners had been
moved. Schemmer not only destribes
in detail how this information was
‘passed. to the United States-but identi-
fies the official by name. ¢If that offi-
cial_is still- alive and in' Vietnam, his
future -will Tiot be a bright one after ]
‘this book: is ]:iubhshed Y. :

Some of the things Schemmer has :
been told. are - truly shocking. . We-"

i

learn, for instance, that 45 Vietnamese:
+- agents the, Umted States had .infil--:
trated into North Vietnam were sim- -
ply abandoned, in some cases left to:
die of starvatmn

aEtel President”

" We cannob tell to what extent Schem,- ’

-800d idea—prisoners. or 1o prisoners
JAnother author”in possession of th
same information could have written-
a scathing critique of -how top Penfa-

ues of mercican’ Saldléls
17t ¢ 'emmer whn possesses

though w}lat be seems to he saying is:
“The patlent dled but the operatmn
was a success ”
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